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| have recently been made aware of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) intent to
provide expanded bands of spectrum for the next generation of cellular phones. This expansion
includes a band of spectrum currently occupied by the instructional television fixed service
(ITFS). As the President of a community college that is an ITFS licensee, | urge you to
reconsider this concept.

Community colleges have been using this spectrum to deliver video distance learning for 40
years. More recently, many community colleges have begun utilizing the spectrum to deliver
wireless, broadband Intemet connections to its students and communities. Internet delivery of
instruction is one of the fastest growing methods of providing higher education to a more
diversified population. At Grayson County College student use of Internet delivered instruction
has grown significantly, approximately 50%, in the last year alone. Should the FCC transfer the
ITFS spectrum to advanced cellular services, and force ITFS licensees to another band of
spectrum, the delivery of distance leaming would be severely impaired. As | understand, the
FCC has identified several bands of spectrum that could be used for advanced wireless
services, so preserving the rights of the ITFS licensees would not stop the development of these
services.

Thank you for considering the impact this change would have on the provision and accessibility
of higher education to citizens everywhere.

Sincerely,

Alan Scheibmeir, Ph.D.
President
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